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Overview of Mode Project

Mobiling - Designing (MoDe) Project
socio-media studies on designing of mobile 
media culture and literacy
funded by NTT DoCoMo mobile society 
research institute (www.moba-ken.jp)

Media Studies with Design Mind 
= Critical media practice

connect analytical human and social scientific 
research and practical designing research

Key words : media studies, media literacy, 
information design, critical media practice



Vision of Mode Project

mobile media society

personal-communication
privatization

mass-communication
commercialization?

private and
intimate space

commercial and
business space

Mobiling & Designing

public and
communal space



Catabolize Keitai

• to design the possible way of using keitai communally

• to have different perspective from our everyday use



Catabolize Keitai
• 2 critical media practices

“Making a Picture Book Using Only Keitai”

“Keitai Bricolage”



Making a Picture Book Using Only 
Keitai

• Conducted as part of the media-practices class of research students 
in the Interdisciplinary Initiative in Information (III) Studies in Univ. 
of Tokyo in winter 2004 term (Oct. 2004 – Jan. 2005 )

• 5 groups of students who were 2nd through 4th year in 
undergraduate school



Making a Picture Book Using Only Keitai

Rule

• Using only the students own keitai

• Introducing III (Interdisciplinary Initiative in Information)
research students

• Defining freely the meanings of keitai and picture-book



Making a Picture Book Using Only Keitai

Purpose

• Critically objectifying the forms of these 2 media: keitai 
and picture book

• Learning keitai literacy through physical and tactile group 
activities

Workshop consisted of communal activities to make a 
“picture book” as a communal medium.



Making a Picture Book Using Only Keitai

Result



Making a Picture Book Using Only Keitai

Result

• Difficult to share information and work in groups
• technical problem among different carriers and manufactures

• looking at the tiny display together

• Various functions were used which 
they did not use every day

• Definitions and feelings were 
determined by existing metaphores

• picture book as pictures and words

• turning pages and book publishing



Keitai Bricolage

Design experiment by adding various functions to keitai 
hardware.

Keitai Projector Keitai Video Camera
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http://www.tv-anytime.org



















Local citizen’s media expressive activity



Local citizen’s media expressive activities in

Community building and Education area

school or local community 
local area

media / technology



Mingei Movement

• Led by Soetsu Yanagi and others in the 1920s

• Focused on aesthetic value of various items used in daily 
life- items created by anonymous craftspeople

• Pointed out the importance of various aspects of 
everyday culture in Japan and other parts of east Asia

• Tried to design daily life on the whole 





Potentiality of communal activities

•Material Bricolage

• folk craft in Mingei movement and video camera in regional 
citizen’s media expressive activity

• Networking social activity 

• connecting people in regions

• ambiguous border between production-consumption and 
sender-receiver
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